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      Oral presentations

      
        003 IS MECHANISM OF INJURY ALONE A USEFUL PREDICTOR IN PREHOSPITAL TRAUMA TRIAGE

        M. Boyle1, F. Archer, E. Smith.1Monash University

        Introduction: The Review of Trauma and Emergency Services in Victoria 1999 left unresolved the predictive value of mechanism of injury in prehospital trauma triage guidelines. International literature is controversial, with previous studies focusing on major trauma defined at hospital and neglecting the prehospital perspective where these important triage decisions are made. The objective was to determine if mechanism of injury is a useful predictor in prehospital trauma triage.



  





        Methods: All Victorian ambulance trauma patient care records (PCRs) for 2002 were reviewed. PCRs where patients were physiological stable, had no significant pattern of injury, but had a significant mechanism of injury were identified and compared to the State Trauma Registry to determine those patients who sustained retrospectively defined major trauma. Data were stored in a Microsoft Access database, cleaned, and loaded into statistical software for analysis. Ethics committee approval was obtained.

        Results: There were 53 360 trauma incidents. Of these, 7.7% were mechanism of injury only, of which 62% were males and 38% females, median age was 28 years. The majority of patients with mechanism of injury were involved in a MCA>60 km/hr (n = 1822): of these only nine (0.5%) sustained retrospectively defined major trauma. The other main mechanisms were motor cyclist/cyclist (n = 1459), of whom 0.2% sustained major trauma; patients in a vehicular rollover (n = 524) of whom none sustained major trauma; and a fall from greater than 5 m (n = 38), of whom 5.2% sustained major trauma. This study is potentially limited by the retrospective nature of the data collection.

        Conclusions: The study suggests that individual mechanism of injury criteria have no clinical or operational significance in prehospital trauma triage of patients who have an absence of physiological distress and no significant pattern of injury. These results add to the knowledge base … 

      
      
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
      
      
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
      
    


View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCEM  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCEM  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: The Royal College of Emergency Medicine]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	EMJ i-Challenge
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit a paper
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 SoundCloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1472-0213Print ISSN: 1472-0205

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd and the College of Emergency Medicine. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


