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in the manipulation of Colles' fractures in the
A&E department. Our study did not identify
any significant benefit in alkalinising the
haematoma block.

We would like to thank Catherine Waters of the Research Sup-
port Unit at Frenchay NHS Trust for her advice and statistical
support.
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such paediatric skills for prehospital personnel
in the United Kingdom.
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their valuable comments in the preparation of this manuscript.
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to Mrs Maria Goldsmith, the departmental audit assistant.
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The fifth meeting of the sixth series will be held on craniofacial trauma/
facial palsy at Keeble College, Oxford, on 3-4 April 1998. The course is
aimed at consultants and trainees in plastic surgery but members of the
British Association for Accident and Emergency Medicine are invited to
attend. The fee for the meeting will be in the region of C350, inclusive of
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Discussion
Nurses were able to apply the Ottawa Ankle
Rules without missing a fracture. A recent large
Canadian multicentre study showed that be-
fore implementation of the rules by clinicians
more than 80% ofpatients received x rays; after
implementation this dropped to 60%.9 Our
frequency of 73% for nurses requesting x rays
shows an intermediate effect.

CONCLUSIONS
The Ottawa Ankle Rules were successfully
applied by nurses without missing a fracture
(as indicated by failure to reattend the A&E
department or the trauma service).
By extending their use to nurses, the advan-

tage of the rules-that is, the ordering of
appropriate x rays-can be applied earlier,
before the patient is seen by the doctor, thus
shortening times spent in A&E departments
without missing significant fractures. The
frequency of nurse ordered x rays was less than
that of physicians in the Canadian hospitals
studied before the implementation of the
rules.9
We would like to acknowledge the help of the nurses who
participated in this study and made it possible: Debbie Lee,
Nick Armstrong, Mike Paynter, Nigel Wilkins, Raoul Chandra-
sakera.
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Pre-Hospital Immediate Care
"Towards Evidence-Based Pre-Hospital Care"

One day conference

Thursday 5th March 1998
Commonwealth Institute

High Street Kensington, London W8

Following the success of the first Pre-hospital Immediate Care conference held
in March 1997, this second conference will focus on evidence-based
pre-hospital care-a method ensuring that clinical decision making is based on
the best available evidence.

The conference is aimed at:

* Pre-hospital care and the emergency services
* Emergency doctors and nurses
* Paramedics
* EMTs
* Anyone with a strong interest in pre-hospital care.

Scientific programme
The scientific programme will be made up of plenary sessions combined with
a series of practical workshops. Keynote speakers will address areas of
growing importance.

Posters and free papers-call for abstracts
For authors' instructions and further information please contact Kathryn
Sims, BMJ Publishing Group, BMA House, Tavistock Square, London,
WC 1H 9JP, Tel 0171 383 6795, Fax 0171 383 6668, Email
101317.477@compuserve.com

Exhibition
A commercial exhibition will take place during the conference. Companies or
organisations wishing for further information should contact Jane Lewis at
the address below.

Registration
For a registration form and further information please contact Jane Lewis,
BMA Conference Unit, BMA House, Tavistock Square, London, WC1H 9JP.
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International Conference: Management of Fire and
Explosions

8-9 December 1997
Institution of Mechanical Engineers, London

The conference will cover the following areas:

* Regulations and losses (chairman Professor Phil Bennett, Hazards Forum)
* Safety culture (chairman Martin Barnard, Symonds Travers Morgan)

* Analysis (chairman Graham Dalzell, BP Exploration)
* Hazards and their management (chairman Professor Sir Bernard

Crossland, Queen's University, Belfast)

Further details from: Anne Lomax, Conference and Events,
Institution ofMechanical Engineers, 1 Birdcage Walk, London SW1H
9JJ. Phone +44 (0)171 973 1261; fax +44 (0)171 222 9881; email
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A&E medicine on the internet

Newsgroups ofA&E relevance
sci.med.emergency
sci.med.cardiology
sci.med
alt.disasters.misc
sci.med.orthopedics
sci.med.radiology
misc.emerg-services

Homepages and URLs with A&E relevance
The BMJ: http://www.bmj.com/
Wilderness medicine: EMS http://wwwwemsi.on.ca/
The Hospital Web: http://neuro_www.mgh.harvard.edu/hospitalweb.nclk
Emergency medicine residencies: http://wwwuth.tmc.edu/uth_orgs/emer_medlbookmarl.html
Prehospital care sites: http://rmstewart.uthscsa.edu/emergnedsites.html
Medline: http://www.healthgate.com/HealthGate/gate/free/
American College of Emergency Physicians: http://www.acep.org/
Emergency nursing: http://www.hooked.net/-ttrimble/enw/index.html
GEMA: http://gema.library.ucsf.edu:8081/
Trauma homepage: http://rmstewart.uthscsa.edu/
The University ofArizona Center for Research: http://www.ahsc.arizona.edu/aemrc/aemrcl.shtml
Vancouver international conference: http://www.interchange.ubc.ca/emerg_vh/7th.html
First aid online: http://www2.vivid.net/-cicely/safety/
Emergency medical services and nursing links: http://www.cris.com/-seaox/nurse.html
ECG interpretation: http://www.med.ufl.edu/medinfo/baseline/HN1 1 7.html
Orthopaedics link page: http://www.netshop.net/-cloughs/orthlink.html
PARACELSE: http://alpesmed.ujf-grenoble.fr/paracelse/paracelse.html
ACCRI: http://www.eur.nl/FGG/ANEST/wright/index.html

Alison Gourdie Memorial Scholarship
Applications are invited for the Alison Gourdie Memorial Scholarship. This
award, to the value of £1250, is made annually to facilitate travel and/or research in
the furtherance of emergency medicine. It is open to training grade doctors and
consultants within five years of their appointment, and to any occupational group
involved in the delivery of emergency care.

Application forms are available from the Faculty of Accident and Emergency
Medicine, The Royal College of Surgeons of England, 35 Lincoln's Inn Fields,
London WC2; tel 0171 405 7071. Closing date for applications 31 October.
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