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Editorial

Last year saw a major turning point in the evolution
of accident and emergency (A&E) medicine. The
specialty is now the fastest expanding discipline
in the United Kingdom. The British Association of
Accident and Emergency Medicine has over 600
members, recently JPAC doubled the number of
senior registrar and registrar training posts and on
2 November 1993 the Intercollegiate Faculty of
Accident and Emergency Medicine was inaugurated.
The formation of the Faculty has taken many

years of planning and is perhaps the most signifi-
cant milestone in our development. The Faculty
has the whole hearted cooperation of the six par-
ticipating Colleges and we owe them a debt of
gratitude for their support, guidance and continuing
encouragment.
The Faculty will be the focus for all matters of

education, training and research in A&E medicine.
With its unique Intercollegiate structure and rep-
resentation the Faculty will be able to provide ef-
fective advice to the Colleges on academic matters
affecting the discipline. The Faculty will conduct
examinations and a working party has already out-
lined the structure of an exit examination for our
trainees.
The Association and the Faculty will work closely

together to further the aims of both bodies and
maintain the highest possible standards of pro-
fessional competence and practice in A&E medicine
for the protection and benefit of the public. I look
forward to the continuing close relationship between

the Association and the Faculty.
It is therefore opportune at this time to welcome

the relaunch of our journal. Archives of Emergency
Medicine has served the specialty well over the
years but, as in all things, we must recognize the
need to progress and adapt to change. Much work
has been put in by the new editorial team to produce
this Journal of Accident and Emergency Medicine.
The journal is designed to reflect the changing and
dynamic aspects of our exciting specialty.
Any journal can only be as good as the material

submitted for publication. It is incumbent upon all of
us to recognize the need to disseminate knowledge,
developments in and research aspects of our sub-
ject to as wide an audience as possible. I would
therefore urge everyone to support and use the
Journal of Accident and Emergency Medicine in
this way.

I am confident that the clinical and academic
aspirations of our members will be well served by
this new vigorous format. I congratulate all our
members on the achievements of the specialty to
date and trust with your continuing support the new
journal will represent the increasingly important role
of A&E medicine in our health service.

K. LITTLE
President,
British Association for Accident and Emergency
Medicine
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