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AN APPRECIATION

DAVID WILLIAMS
At the end of the Annual General Meeting in London in January 1997, the first President of the Faculty

of Accident & Emergency Medicine, David Williams, handed over office to his successor, Keith Little. It is
entirely fitting that this Journal should express appreciation of all that David has done, not only for the
Faculty, but more importantly for the specialty ofAccident & Emergency Medicine as a whole.

David Williams

David has held prestigious appointments in the discipline, firstly at the Middlesex Hospital, then at St
Thomas' and latterly Guy's. He held the post ofhonorary secretary to the Casualty Surgeons Association
from 1978 to 1984. He was president of the Association from 1987 to 1990 and in the last year of his presi-
dency the CSA changed its name to become the British Association for Accident & Emergency Medicine.

It was during 1989 that David chaired a Future Strategies Group comprising 10 senior members of
the specialty who met to establish the Intercollegiate Faculty of Accident & Emergency Medicine,
inaugurated on 2nd November 1993.
To propose this concept required vision.
To engineer it required tenacity.
To negotiate it required patience and diplomacy.
To achieve it was a triumph.
When nominations were sought for the first Presidency of the Faculty, there was only one name

proposed: David Williams.
Like all good orators, his scientific papers are rigorously prepared. When David appeared to run over

time during a presentation in Toronto, it was the chairman who was at fault not the speaker!
In delivering an after dinner speech his preparation is just a meticulous, and like all the best

postprandial speakers no written notes are ever consulted.
His shafts of wit are a pleasure. On one occasion, when a paediatrician stated that the first five years of

a person's life were the most dangerous, he was quick to point out that the last five are not without their
hazards!

David, your professional colleagues salute you. We thank you for your past and continuing devotion to
the specialty of accident and emergency medicine and look forward to many years of sagacious advice
and wise guidance which we hope you will continue to provide as our specialty burgeons towards the next
goal-a Royal College of Accident & Emergency Medicine.

FRIENDS AND COLTEAGUES
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