





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCEM  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Emergency Medicine Journal]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCEM  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 26, Issue 11 
	Organisation of traumatic head injury management in the Nordic countries


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Original Article


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Organisation of traumatic head injury management in the Nordic countries
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	S Sollid1, 
	T Sundstrøm2, 
	T Ingebrigtsen3, 
	B Romner3, 
	Knut Wester2,4

	[bookmark: aff-1]
        1
        
Department of Neurosurgery, University Hospital of North Norway, Tromsø, Norway

      
	[bookmark: aff-2]
        2
        
Department of Neurosurgery, Haukeland University Hospital, Bergen, Norway

      
	[bookmark: aff-3]
        3
        
Institute of Clinical Medicine, University of Tromsø, Tromsø, Norway

      
	[bookmark: aff-4]
        4
        
Section for Neurosurgery, Institute of Surgical Sciences, University of Bergen, Bergen, Norway

      

	Correspondence to Dr S Sollid, Department of Neurosurgery, University Hospital of North Norway, N-9038 Tromsø, Norway; snorre.sollid{at}unn.no




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract

        
          
          Objective: The aim of this study is to map and evaluate the available resources and the premises of traumatic head injury management in the Nordic countries, before the implementation of a Nordic adaption of the Brain Trauma Foundation guidelines for prehospital management.

        
        
          
          Methods: The study is a synthesis of two cross-sectional surveys. Questionnaires were used to collect data on the annual number of acute head injury operations, the infrastructure, the level of education, the use of trauma protocols and the management of traumatic head injury at Nordic hospitals.

        
        
          
          Results: The proportion of acute head injury operations performed outside a neurosurgical department was 0% in Denmark, 16% in Finland, 19% in Norway and 33% in Sweden. Eighty-four per cent of Nordic hospitals had written protocols for the assessment and treatment of trauma patients and 78% had regular training in trauma management; 67% had specific protocols for the treatment of traumatic head injury. Computed tomography (CT) was available in 93% of the hospitals, and 59% of the hospitals could link CT scans to the regional neurosurgical department.

        
        
          
          Conclusions: Most Nordic hospitals are well prepared to manage patients with acute traumatic head injury. A substantial proportion of the operations are performed at local and central hospitals without neurosurgical expertise, despite an efficient pre and interhospital transport system. The Nordic adaption of the Brain Trauma Foundation guidelines recommends that this practice is terminated.
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