
Editors

Geoff Hughes (Australia)
Kevin Mackway-Jones (UK)

Deputy Editors

Steve Goodacre (Acute Medicine) (UK)
Darren Walter (Prehospital Care) (UK)
Ian Maconochie (Paediatric Emergency
Medicine) (UK)
Jonathan Wyatt (Web editor) (UK)

Associate Editors

Simon Carley (Evidence-based Medicine)
(UK)
MalcolmWoollard (Prehospital Care) (UK)

Editorial Office

BMJ Publishing Group Ltd, BMA House,
Tavistock Square, London WC1H 9JR, UK
T: +44 (0)20 7383 6394
F: +44 (0)20 7383 6668
E: emjeditorial@bmjgroup.com

ISSN: 1472-0205 (print)
ISSN: 1472-0213 (online)

Impact factor: 1.347

Disclaimer: Emergency Medicine Journal is
owned and published by the British Association
for Emergency Medicine and BMJ Publishing
Group Ltd, a wholly owned subsidiary of the
British Medical Association. The owners grant
editorial freedom to the Editor of Emergency
Medicine Journal.

Emergency Medicine Journal follows guidelines
on editorial independence produced by the
World Association of Medical Editors and the
code on good publication practice of the
Committee on Publication Ethics.

Emergency Medicine Journal is intended for
medical professionals and is provided without
warranty, express or implied. Statements in the
journal are the responsibility of their authors and
advertisers and not authors’ institutions, the
BMJ Publishing Group Ltd or the BMA unless
otherwise specified or determined by law.
Acceptance of advertising does not imply
endorsement.

To the fullest extent permitted by law, the
BMJ Publishing Group Ltd shall not be liable for
any loss, injury or damage resulting from the
use of Emergency Medicine Journal or any
information in it whether based on contract,
tort or otherwise. Readers are advised to verify
any information they choose to rely on.

Copyright: � 2010 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd
and the College of Emergency Medicine. All
rights reserved; no part of this publication may
be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or
transmitted in any form or by any means,
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording
or otherwise without the prior permission of
Emergency Medicine Journal.

Emergency Medicine Journal is published by
BMJ Publishing Group Ltd, typeset by TNQ
Books & Journals, Chennai, India and printed in
the UK on acid-free paper by Latimer Trend,
Plymouth.

Emergency Medicine Journal (ISSN No1472-
0205) is published monthly by BMJ Publishing
Group and is distributed in the USA by Mercury
International Ltd. Periodicals postage paid at
Rahway, NJ.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
Emergency Medicine Journal, Mercury
International Ltd, 365 Blair Road, Avenel, NJ,
07001, USA.

Editorial
252 Mid Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust:

another progress report
G Hughes

Commentary
253 Pre-procedural fasting for sedation: do we need

to do it?
D Taylor

Review
254 Pre-procedural fasting in emergency sedation

R J Thrope, J Benger

Original articles
262 Impact of senior clinical review on patient

disposition from the emergency department
A L White, P A R Armstrong, S Thakore

266 Role of MRI in the diagnosis of clinically
suspected scaphoid fracture: analysis of 611
consecutive cases and literature review
MKhalid, Z R Jummani, K Kanagaraj, A Hussain,
D Robinson, R Walker

270 Prospective observational measurement of
tracheal tube cuff pressures in the emergency
department
M Chopra, L Jones, C Boulanger, J Benger,
I Higginson, D Williamson, P Younge, G Lloyd

272 Diagnostic and prognostic utility of troponin
estimation in patients presenting with syncope:
a prospective cohort study
M J Reed, D E Newby, A J Coull, R J Prescott,
A J Gray

277 NICE guidelines for the investigation of head
injuries—an anticoagulant loop hole?
S J Prowse, J Sloan

279 Readability of information leaflets given to
attenders at hospital with a head injury
S Macdonald, T M McMillan, J Kerr

283 Oxygen use in acute myocardial infarction: an
online survey of health professionals’ practice
and beliefs
A Burls, J I Emparanza, T Quinn, J B Cabello

287 Impact of a modified Valsalva manoeuvre in the
termination of paroxysmal supraventricular
tachycardia
S Walker, P Cutting

292 Diagnosing acute myocardial infarction with
troponins: how low can you go?
R Body, G McDowell, S Carley, J Ferguson,
K Mackway-Jones

297 Heat-related illnesses during the 2003 heat
wave in an emergency service
M Oberlin, M Tubery, V Cances-Lauwers,
M Ecoiffier, D Lauque

Short reports
300 Intranasal fentanyl for analgesia in the

paediatric emergency department
M Finn, D Harris

302 Clinical significance of initial troponin I in the
grey zone in emergency department chest pain
patients: a retrospective pilot study
H M Lee, D Kerr, D O’H Ici, A-M Kelly

Best Evidence Topic reports
305 Rhabdomyolysis and the use of sodium

bicarbonate and/or mannitol
R Thomas, J Cox

308 Ondansetron in childhood gastroenteritis
H Rumbold, J Reay

308 Probiotics: Do they reduce the incidence of
antibiotic-associated diarrhoea in adults?
L Helliwell, C Jackson

Prehospital care
309 UK mountain rescue casualties: 2002e2006

A J Mort, D J Godden

313 Effects of training time and feedback on
ventilation skills in lay rescuers
P Paal, M Falk, E Gruber, W Beikircher,
J Ellerton, H Kainz, V Wenzel, H Brugger

317 Airflow efficacy of ballpoint pen tubes:
a consideration for use in bystander
cricothyrotomy
D Owens, B Greenwood, A Galley, A Tomkinson,
S Woolley

MORE CONTENTS <

Contents Volume 27 Issue 4 | EMJ April 2010
 on M

arch 13, 2024 by guest. P
rotected by copyright.

http://em
j.bm

j.com
/

E
m

erg M
ed J: first published as on 1 A

pril 2010. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://emj.bmj.com/


321 Field intubation of cardiac arrest patients:
a dying art?
R M Lyon, J D Ferris, D M Young,
D W McKeown, A J Oglesby, C Robertson

324 Supporting research and development in
ambulance services: research for better
health care in prehospital settings
A N Siriwardena, R Donohoe, J Stephenson,
P Phillips

327 Development and pilot of clinical
performance indicators for English
ambulance services
A N Siriwardena, D Shaw, R Donohoe,
S Black, J Stephenson, On behalf of the National
Ambulance Clinical Audit Steering Group

Emergency casebooks
332 Extension avulsion fracture of the upper

thoracic spine with associated oesophageal
injury
T R Taylor, R Lenthall

334 Beware of undetected hypoglycaemia
P S Mittadodla, M Ahmad

PostScript
335 Letters

Images in emergency medicine
323 Carotid-cavernous fistula presenting with a red

eye
S A Aslam, A Sallam, N Ali

Miscellanea
265 Emergency Medicine Questions (EMQs)
296 EMQ answers
336 Sophia

Contents Volume 27 Issue 4 | EMJ April 2010
 on M

arch 13, 2024 by guest. P
rotected by copyright.

http://em
j.bm

j.com
/

E
m

erg M
ed J: first published as on 1 A

pril 2010. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://emj.bmj.com/

