
Editors

Geoff Hughes (Australia)
Kevin Mackway-Jones (UK)

Deputy Editors

Steve Goodacre (Acute Medicine) (UK)
Darren Walter (Prehospital Care) (UK)
Ian Maconochie (Paediatric Emergency
Medicine) (UK)
Jonathan Wyatt (UK)

Associate Editors

Simon Carley (Evidence-based Medicine)
(UK)
MalcolmWoollard (Prehospital Care) (UK)

Web Editor

Janos Baombe (UK)

Editorial Office

BMJ Publishing Group Ltd, BMA House,
Tavistock Square, London WC1H 9JR, UK
T: +44 (0)20 7383 6394
F: +44 (0)20 7383 6668
E: emjeditorial@bmjgroup.com

ISSN: 1472-0205 (print)
ISSN: 1472-0213 (online)

Impact factor: 1.269

Disclaimer: Emergency Medicine Journal is
owned and published by the British Association
for Emergency Medicine and BMJ Publishing
Group Ltd, a wholly owned subsidiary of the
British Medical Association. The owners grant
editorial freedom to the Editor of Emergency
Medicine Journal.

Emergency Medicine Journal follows guidelines
on editorial independence produced by the
World Association of Medical Editors and the
code on good publication practice of the
Committee on Publication Ethics.

Emergency Medicine Journal is intended for
medical professionals and is provided without
warranty, express or implied. Statements in the
journal are the responsibility of their authors and
advertisers and not authors’ institutions, the
BMJ Publishing Group Ltd or the BMA unless
otherwise specified or determined by law.
Acceptance of advertising does not imply
endorsement.

To the fullest extent permitted by law, the
BMJ Publishing Group Ltd shall not be liable for
any loss, injury or damage resulting from the
use of Emergency Medicine Journal or any
information in it whether based on contract,
tort or otherwise. Readers are advised to verify
any information they choose to rely on.

Copyright: � 2011 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd
and the College of Emergency Medicine. All
rights reserved; no part of this publication may
be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or
transmitted in any form or by any means,
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording
or otherwise without the prior permission of
Emergency Medicine Journal.

Emergency Medicine Journal is published by
BMJ Publishing Group Ltd, typeset by TNQ
Books & Journals, Chennai, India and printed in
the UK on acid-free paper by Latimer Trend,
Plymouth.

Emergency Medicine Journal (ISSN No1472-
0205) is published monthly by BMJ Publishing
Group and is distributed in the USA by Mercury
International Ltd. Periodicals postage paid at
Rahway, NJ.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
Emergency Medicine Journal, Mercury
International Ltd, 365 Blair Road, Avenel, NJ,
07001, USA.

Primary survey
733 Highlights from this issue

I K Maconochie

Editorial
734 Transforming NHS ambulance services

G Hughes

Commentary
735 A framework for measuring quality in the

emergency department
P A Cameron, M J Schull, M W Cooke

Review
741 ‘To treat or not to treat’. Kerrie Wooltorton,

lessons to learn
S Muzaffar

Original articles
745 Emergency department abdominal x-rays have

a poor diagnostic yield and their usefulness is
questionable
K Jackson, D Taylor, S Judkins

750 Evaluation of ThoraQuik: a new device for the
treatment of pneumothorax and pleural effusion
S Rathinam, D W Quinn, A Bleetman, P Wall,
R S Steyn

754 Impact of implementing an exclusively
dedicated respiratory isolation room in
a Brazilian tertiary emergency department
R R Lobo, M C Borges, F F Neves,
B V de Moura Negrini, F A Colleto,
J L R Boullosa, M C de Miranda Cardoso,
A Pazin-Filho

758 Learner’s evaluation in paediatric intensive care
unit
J I Akhtar, J Irazuzta, A Chen

761 An evaluation of the UK National Pandemic Flu
Service swine flu algorithm in hospitalised
children, and comparison with the UK National
Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence fever
guideline
C Mann, D Wood, P Davies

764 Variability in the
3,4-methylenedioxymethamphetamine content
of ‘ecstasy’ tablets in the UK
D M Wood, V Stribley, P I Dargan, S Davies,
D W Holt, J Ramsey

766 Features of odontogenic infections in
hospitalised and non-hospitalised settings
T Hwang, J S Antoun, K H Lee

770 Development and validation of a questionnaire
to assess satisfaction with hospital emergency
care
S G de la Orden, A C García, L F R Gijón,
C R Rieiro, C S de Blas, P R Pérez

775 Training and competency in rapid sequence
intubation: the perspective from a Scottish
teaching hospital emergency department
C B Donald

778 Emergency head injury imaging: implementing
NICE 2007 in a tertiary neurosciences centre
and a busy district general hospital
J S Mooney, A Yates, L Sellar, T Shipway,
C Roberts, R Parris, Z Hassan, M Thomas,
M Smith, F Lecky

783 Effect of nail polish and henna on oxygen
saturation determined by pulse oximetry in
healthy young adult females
H S Çiçek, S Gümüs, Ö Deniz, Ş Yildiz,
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