





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCEM  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Emergency Medicine Journal]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCEM  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 32, Issue 7 
	The view from the Ebola Treatment Centre, Makeni, central Sierra Leone


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    The view from here


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      The view from the Ebola Treatment Centre, Makeni, central Sierra Leone
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Solomon Barnes1, 
	Nageena Hussain2, 
	Julia Hogan3, 
	Victoria Logan4, 
	Jim Wardrope5

	
1Makeni Ebola Treatment Centre, Makeni, Bombali, Sierra Leone

	
2Department of Anaesthesia, Royal Worcester Hospital, Worcester, UK

	
3Lancashire Care Foundation Trust, Burnley, UK

	
4South East Coast Ambulance Service, Eastbourne, Sussex, UK

	
5Department of Emergency Medicine, Sheffield Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust, Northern General Hospital, Sheffield, UK


	Correspondence to
 Jim Wardrope, Department of Emergency Medicine, Sheffield Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust, Northern General Hospital, Sheffield S5 7AU, UK; jimwardrope{at}hotmail.com





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/emermed-2015-205002

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	emergency care systems, remote and rural medicine
	infectious diseases, tropical
	infectious diseases, viral
	remote and rural medicine
	tropical

It is hot, busy and potentially dangerous. Our deployment to the International Medical Corps’ Ebola Treatment Centre (ETC), near the town of Makeni, started busily enough with a steady trickle of suspect cases but only two confirmed Ebola cases remained in the unit, both survivors who were well and awaiting discharge. Then, a sick man was smuggled out of Freetown in the boot of a car and taken back to his village just outside Makeni.1 ,2 He consulted a traditional healer, was cared for by his family, died and had a traditional funeral where the family wash the body at a time when the patient is most infectious. His brother was the first admission of a wave of patients with confirmed Ebola, followed by his mother, father, nephews, nieces and neighbours. Other facilities in the district had closed so our ETC was the sole referral point for cases from the outbreak (figure 1). This spike in admissions included a number of children and three pregnant patients who delivered, one while in the back of an ambulance awaiting triage and two in the ETC. The rate of admission was so great that at one point ambulances had to queue outside the ETC (figure 2).

Figure 1 Total number of patients (top line) and numbers of confirmed Ebola cases (bottom line) in Makeni Treatment Centre, December 2014–March 2015. Reproduced with permission from Dr Matt Newport, International Medical Corps.




Figure 2 Ambulances bringing Ebola cases queuing at Makeni Ebola Treatment Centre. Reproduced with permission from Mr Bill Boyes, International Medical Corps.



ETCs have been set up across Sierra Leone as part of the international response to the global health emergency that has struck West Africa. The Makeni ETC was constructed by the Royal Engineers, with funding from the UK Department for International Development and … 
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