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In the linked paper, Professor Taylor and his colleagues describe an interesting trend over the last 20 years of increasing research publications from other countries but a reduction from the UK.1 There is much to celebrate in the results, including a global increase in multicentre studies, international collaboration and improved methodological rigour in emergency research. Emergency medicine is growing as a specialty internationally, and research in this field is growing in parallel—and therefore the proportion of papers from the UK will naturally fall as other countries contribute more.
However, there were both proportionate and absolute decreases in publication numbers from the UK in the sample of emergency medicine journals used in the study, suggesting that this could be a canary in a very worrying mine. Overcrowding, as well as being bad for patients and staff, makes conducting research more difficult and may have had a negative impact over the last few years. However, although the findings may at face value be alarming, there may be explanations other than the obvious conclusion that emergency medicine research in the UK is … 
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