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Clinical introduction
A 51-year-old man with hypertension presented to the ED in respiratory distress. He was tachypneic with a muffled voice and reported 2 hours of acutely worsening dyspnoea. He was afebrile and denied pharyngitis. His examination revealed clear lungs and no oedema of the lips, tongue or posterior oropharynx. On fiberoptic laryngoscopy, the patient gagged, briefly revealing a midline, grape-sized mass in the posterior oropharynx (figure 1). Laryngoscopy excluded epiglottic or glottic oedema (figure 2).

Figure 1 Oral examination.




Figure 2 Video laryngoscopy … 
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