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Clinical introduction
A 54-year-old robust man presented to the emergency department with sudden onset, sharp, left flank pain, radiating to the epigastrium which began several hours before arrival. He was in a good state of health until 1 week before when he developed pulsatile left lower chest pain. On physical examination, the patient was conscious, afebrile, with pulse rate of 84 beats/min and blood pressure of 150/105 mm Hg. His abdomen was soft but tender over left … 
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