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Clinical introduction
A 69-year-old woman attended the ED with pain and swelling of her right wrist. She presented 1 day after a coronary angiogram in which her right radial artery had been catheterised. Following the procedure, her wrist was sore but she was managing the pain at home until suddenly, while straining to pass a bowel motion, she felt a ‘pop’ and noticed immediate swelling and bruising of her hand (figure 1). She attended the ED where she underwent clinical examination … 
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