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Book review

Vascular Surgery; Current Questions
by A. A. B. BARROS D'SA, PETER R. F. BELL, SIMON G. DARKE &
PETER L. HARRIS, 1991
Butterworth Heinemann 257 pages, Price £49.50

This book, discusses 19 important current questions in vascular surgery in 257
pages. The editors and contributors are all part of the Joint Vascular Research
Group of the U.K. (JVRG U.K.).
The topics include common problems such as those in carotid surgery and iliac

artery disease and rarer conditions including carotid body tumours, mesenteric
ischaemia and renal arterial disease. The management of the diabetic foot, lower
limb amputations and the need for stripping the long saphenous vein in varicose
vein surgery are simple day to day issues which are handled well. There are
chapters on complications of elective aortic surgery, abdominal aortic aneurysms,
femoro-distal bypass, the clinical vascular laboratory, risk factors in peripheral
vascular disease and selection and assessment of patients for distal reconstructions.
The chapters on adjuvant measures for distal bypass and prevention of deep
venous thrombosis are well written, succinct and to-the-point. It is heartening to
see a successful and working example of a vascular audit system in Plymouth
which can be used as a guideline by other centres. In particular, I enjoyed the
excellent reviews on carotid body tumours and mesenteric ischaemia which are
full of practical advice.
These subjects were presumably a selection reflecting the expertise of members

of the Joint Vascular Research Group. However, there are issues that have not
been included such as the prevention of intimal hyperplasia in distal reconstruc-
tions, the role of transluminal angioplasty, atherectomy and laser techniques or
the value of thrombolysis.
The book is generally well written and, despite many authors, does achieve a

'style'. There is a brief and helpful index at the end of the book. The illustrations,
when used, are clear and complimentary to the text. As a review of topics the book
can be recommended for consultants and as extra reading for trainees in vascular
surgery. It could also be an attractive addition to the shelves of general surgeons
'with an interest'.

R. VOHRA
Senior Registrar in Surgery
University Hospital of South Manchester
Manchester
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