
Editor in Chief
Ellen J Weber (USA)

Deputy Editor
Richard Body
Emergency Medicine (UK)

Associate Editors
Simon Carley (UK)
Emergency Medicine
Edward Carlton (UK)
Emergency Medicine
Mary Dawood (UK)
Emergency Nursing
Caroline Leech (UK)
Emergency Medicine
Simon Smith (UK)
Quality Improvement

Editorial Office
BMJ Publishing Group Ltd, BMA House, 
Tavistock Square, London WC1H 9JR, UK
E: info.emj@bmj.com
Twitter: @EmergencyMedBMJ

ISSN: 1472-0205 (print) 
ISSN: 1472-0213 (online)

Impact factor: 2.491

Disclaimer: The Editor of EMJ has been 
granted editorial freedom and EMJ is 
published in accordance with editorial 
guidelines issued by the World Association 
of Medical Editors and the Committee 
on Publication Ethics. EMJ is primarily 
intended for healthcare professionals and 
its content is for information only. The 
Journal is published without any guarantee 
as to its accuracy or completeness and any 
representations or warranties are expressly 
excluded to the fullest extent permitted by 
law. Readers are advised to indepen-
dently verify any information on which they 
choose to rely. Acceptance of advertising 
by EMJ does not imply endorsement. 
Neither RCEM nor BMJ Publishing Group 
Limited shall have any liability for any loss, 
injury or damage howsoever arising from 
EMJ (except for liability which cannot be 
legally excluded).

Copyright: © 2021 BMJ Publishing Group 
Ltd and the Royal College of Emergency 
Medicine. All rights reserved; no part of 
this publication may be reproduced in any 
form without permission.

EMJ is published by BMJ Publishing Group 
Ltd, typeset by Exeter Premedia Services 
Private Ltd, Chennai, India and printed in 
the UK on acid-free paper.

Emergency Medicine Journal (ISSN No 
1472-0205) is distributed in the USA by 
Air  Business Ltd. Periodicals postage paid 
at  Jamaica NY 11431. POSTMASTER: send 
 address changes to Emergency Medicine 
 Journal, Air Business Ltd, c/o Worldnet 
 Shipping Inc., 156-15, 146th Avenue,  
2nd Floor, Jamaica, NY 11434, USA.

38

3

V
olum

e 38 Issue 3 Pages 167–248 
EM

ER
G

EN
C

Y
 M

ED
IC

IN
E JO

U
R

N
A

L 
M

arch 2021

March 2021  Volume 38  Issue 3

2.491

Impact
Factor

Editor’s choice
Oxygen therapy and mortality in COPD - research and commentary

Reader’s choice
Propofol Target-Controlled Infusion for ED Sedation: multicentre, 

feasibility study

Practice review
Diagnostic accuracy of inferior vena cava ultrasound  in patients with 

acute dyspnea: a systematic review and metaanalysis

Original research
Patients and Research

Contents Volume 38 Issue 3 |  EMJ March 2021

Primary survey
167 Highlights from this issue

E Carlton

Respiratory
168 Searching for the optimal oxygen saturation 

range in acutely unwell patients
J M Pilcher, C Kearns, R Beasley

170 Oxygen therapy and inpatient mortality in COPD 
exacerbation
C Echevarria, J Steer, J Wason, S Bourke

178 Characteristics, physiology and mortality of 
intubated patients in an emergency care 
population in sub-Saharan Africa: a prospective 
cohort study from Kigali, Rwanda
G Mbanjumucyo, A Aluisio, G N Cattermole

Patients, parents and research
184 Patients’ and health professionals’ perceptions of 

the LoDED (limit of detection and ECG discharge) 
strategy for low-risk chest pain management:  
a qualitative study
L Beasant, E Carlton, G Williams, J Benger,  
J Ingram

191 Planning for success: overcoming challenges 
to recruitment and conduct of an open-label 
emergency department–led paediatric trial
L Roper, M D Lyttle, C Gamble, A Humphreys,  
S Messahel, E D Lee, J Noblet, H Hickey,  
N Rainford, A Iyer, R Appleton, K Woolfall

198 Seven-step framework to enhance practitioner 
explanations and parental understandings of 
research without prior consent in paediatric 
emergency and critical care trials
L Roper, M D Lyttle, C Gamble, A Humphreys,  
S Messahel, E D Lee, J Noblet, H Hickey,  
N Rainford, A Iyer, R Appleton, K Woolfall

Sedation
205 Propofol Target-Controlled Infusion in 

Emergency Department Sedation (ProTEDS):  
a multicentre, single-arm feasibility study
F M Burton, D J Lowe, J Millar, A R Corfield,  
M J Watson, M A B Sim

211 Comparison of the efficacy of ketamine– propofol 
versus sodium thiopental–fentanyl in sedation:  
a randomised clinical trial
M Bahreini, M Talebi Garekani, M Sotoodehnia, F Rasooli

COVID-19
217 Prioritising intubator safety in a pandemic: the 

details matter
R Barnicle, A Bracey, B Zahid, A Davic, S Weingart

220 Evaluating cross contamination on a shared 
ventilator
D J Doukas, L Paladino, C Hanuscin, J McMahon,  
J Quale, I Bhatt, J Eason, M Silverberg

224 Telemedicine in the emergency department to 
decrease personal protective equipment use:  
a before-and-after study
B G J Candel, S M M Vaes, E M van Bree,  
S M A Groenen, F Derkx, L A A Mignot,  
B de Groot

229 Remote patient monitoring for ED discharges in the 
COVID-19 pandemic
A A Aalam, C Hood, C Donelan, A Rutenberg,  
E M Kane, N Sikka

Practice review
232 Diagnostic accuracy of inferior vena cava ultrasound 

for heart failure in patients with acute dyspnoea:  
a systematic review and meta-analysis
A Squizzato, L Maroni, C Marrazzo, N Riva,  
L Guasti

Journal update
240 Emergency Medicine Journal COVID-19 monthly 

top five
M Tonkins, J Miles, C O’Keeffe, S J Forero, S Goodacre

This journal is a member of and subscribes to the principles of the  
Committee on Publication Ethics

www.publicationethics.org

This article has been made freely available online under the BMJ 
Journals open access scheme.  
See http://authors.bmj.com/open-access

This article has been chosen by the Editor to be of special  interest 
or importance and is freely available online.

This paper is the EMJ global abstract.

 on June 28, 2022 by guest. P
rotected by copyright.

http://em
j.bm

j.com
/

E
m

erg M
ed J: first published as on 1 M

arch 2021. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://emj.bmj.com/


Contents Volume 38 Issue 3 |  EMJ March 2021

Global emergency highlights
243 Abstracts from international emergency medicine 

journals

Letter
245 The International Federation for Emergency 

Medicine report on emergency department 
crowding and access block: A brief summary
A P Javidan, K Hansen, I Higginson, P Jones, E Lang, 
International Federation Emergency Department 
Crowding and Access Block Task Force

The view from here
248 Masks in the mountains: how a UK search and rescue 

team prepared for COVID-19
W R Kitchen

Image challenge
197 Neck pain and paraplegia

J Saniasiaya

 on June 28, 2022 by guest. P
rotected by copyright.

http://em
j.bm

j.com
/

E
m

erg M
ed J: first published as on 1 M

arch 2021. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://emj.bmj.com/

