
Appendix 1
Study into the use of painkillers

(Dr M Nicol FFARCSI FFAEM Specialist, Mr D Ashton-Cleary Medical Student)

Thank you for helping us with this study about people coming to the Emergency
Department in pain.  We would appreciate it if you could tick the sentence that most
accurately describes the way you feel.  If more than one applies, please put them in
order of importance. 1 = most important

Reason Tick Rank
I didn’t think about it (taking painkillers)
I’m concerned that painkillers might not mix with the other tablets I’m on
I wanted to ask a nurse/doctor first
Somebody told me to avoid painkillers
I thought I had to avoid eating and drinking anything after an injury
I have run out of painkillers
I don’t like taking tablets
I prefer alternative therapies e.g. homeopathy
I can’t swallow tablets
I’m pregnant
My doctor told me to avoid aspirin
I’m not worried about the pain I just want to know if I have a break/ fracture 
I have done this injury before and tablets didn’t work
I need something stronger than the tablets I can buy at the chemist
I wanted the doctor/nurse to see me with the pain
I didn’t want to mask the pain
If I take the painkillers, am I not at risk of causing myself more harm?
I’m already on painkillers e.g. for my arthritis
I was worried I might get addicted to the drugs
I was worried about side effects-pain killers disagree with me
I can’t afford a prescription
I didn’t know which painkillers would be the best to take
I’ve overdosed on tablets before so I avoid all drugs now

Please write any other reasons in the space below:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
Please return your completed form to a Doctor or Nurse before you leave. 

Thank you

To be completed by Doctor/Nurse only
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